Attn: 2018 water price review
Essential Services Commission

Wednesday, 9 May 2018

RE:ESC — GWM Water Pricing Submission

Dear Sir

The Wimmera Mallee Recreational Lakes Alliance would liketo make a submission requesting a
much lowerincrease inthe fees GWMWater is proposing for recreational waterin Wimmera Mallee
Water so thatit isno more than the annual inflationrate .

Itis proposedtoincrease the price of recreational waterfrom $20 per meg to $25 per megoverthe
lifetime of this price agreement.

This equatesto 5percent per year, whichis well above the inflation rate and there appearsto be no
justification forthisincrease. The following reasons are put forward to support thisrequest:

e Some of the lakes have their watersubsidised by local councils who have theirfees rate
cappedat 2.25 percent. The councils who have to pay thisincrease are amongst the least
financially sustainable in Victoriaand therefore struggle with any increase.

o Thelakesinvolvedare the onlylakesin Victoriawho have to pay any fee forthe supply of
water. Thereis norecognition givento the environmental valuethat the water brings.

e Waterisprovidedto otherwaterbodies as environmental waterat no cost to usersand
much of this wateris also used forrecreational purposes. This givesthemacommercial
advantage inbeingable to provide betterinfrastructure because of theirlower costs.

e Local committees struggleto provide new infrastructure because the waterisalreadyaa
significant cost and have to rely on government handouts and grants. The governmentdo
not provide any special treatment forthese lake committees in the grant process because
they are payinga waterfee that no otherlake committees have to pay.

e The water, as well as providing economicadvantage to small towns provides significant
social and health benefits that may be at risk if local committees cannotraise the finance to
keep waterinthe lakes.

e The people whoare payingthisincrease are also payinga recreational waterlevythatis
increasing from $16 to $18 dollars overthe same time frame and whilst this willstillbe a
problem forsome consumers atleastitis relativelyinline with inflation.

Yours Sincerely
James Goldsmith

Secretary
Wimmera Mallee Recreational Lakes Alliance Inc.



